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HOUSE BI LL 2443

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives O Brien, Ballasiotes, Quall, D ckerson, Haigh, Cox,
Edwar ds, Santos, Kenney, Ednonds, G Chandler, Lantz, denents,
Stensen, Ronero, Lovick, Wwnsnman, Kastama, Kessler, Regala, Cody,
Conway, Milliken, Cooper, Van Luven, Qgden, Kagi, Ruderman, Mirray,
Linville, Rockefeller, Wod, Hurst and Benson

Read first tine 01/13/2000. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to tuition assistance for public school teachers
required to take col |l ege courses to continue teachi ng and public school
classified instructional staff seeking teacher certification; adding a
new chapter to Title 28A RCW and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that the quality
of the classroom teacher is a pivotal factor in the degree to which
students successfully achi eve high academ c st andards.

(2) The legislature recognizes w despread concerns about the
potential for teacher shortages and finds that classified instructional
staff in public schools represent a great untapped resource for
recruiting the teachers of the future.

(3) The legislature finds that tuition assistance for teachers who
are required by state rules to take college courses in order to
continue teaching and tuition assistance for classified instructional
staff seeking to becone certificated teachers will help enhance the
qual ity of teaching and inprove student | earning.
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NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 2. (1) Any teacher enployed in the common
school system of Washington who takes a course from a regionally
accredited institution of higher education my apply to the
superintendent of public instruction for reinbursenent of tuition
expenses for the course if the teacher took the course in order to neet
state continuing education requirenents inposed as a condition for
continuing to hold a teaching certificate. A teacher may apply for
tuition assistance under this chapter only for courses necessary to
continue to hold a teaching certificate.

(2) For purposes of this chapter, "courses necessary to continue to
hold a teaching certificate" nmeans courses which both:

(a) Contribute toward the m ni mum nunber of continuing education
credit hours a teaching certificate holder nust earn prior to the
earliest date on which the certificate held woul d ot herw se | apse or be
subject to nonrenewal due to failure to neet continuing education
requi renents; and

(b) Are taken at least in part for the purpose of neeting the
m ni mum st ate conti nui ng educati on requi renents necessary to avoid the
| apsi ng or nonrenewal of the certificate or in order to obtain the next
required type of certification.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The superintendent of public instruction
shall pay teachers who submit a wvalid application for tuition
assistance a reinbursenent of the cost of tuition for any course
necessary to continue to hold a teaching certificate up to a maxi num
anmount of the average cost of tuition at public baccal aureate
institutions in the state of \Washington, provided all ot her
requi renents of this chapter are also fulfilled.

(2) A valid application for tuition assistance for teachers nust
include, but is not limted to:

(a) Docunentation concerning the specific course taken, and
identification of which portion of state m ni mum continuing education
requirenents is fulfilled by the course;

(b) College and wuniversity grade sheets or transcripts that
i ndi cate conpletion of courses; or if the course was structured in a
pass/fail format, whether the applicant received a passing grade; and

(c) A signed statenent indicating the applicant understands and
agrees that any intentional m srepresentation of a naterial fact on the
application subjects the certificate holder to revocation of his or her
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certificate pursuant to established rules and procedures of chapter
180- 86 WAC and ot her applicabl e provisions.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. (1) Any classified instructional staff
enpl oyed in the common school system of Washi ngton who takes a course
froma regionally accredited institution of higher education may apply
to the superintendent of public instruction for reinbursenent of a
portion of the tuition expense for the course if the classified
i nstructional staff nmenber took the course in order to becone certified
to teach in Washington public schools. A classified instructiona
staff nmenber may apply for tuition assistance under this chapter only
for courses that are necessary for and applicable to academc credits
needed to qualify for a teaching certificate in Washi ngton.

(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall pay classified
instructional staff who submt a wvalid application for tuition
assi stance a rei nbursenment for the cost of tuition for any course from
a regionally accredited institution of higher education that is
applicable toward academ c credits needed to qualify for a teaching
certificate in Washington public schools. The maxi mum anount of the
tuition assistance is the average cost of tuition at public
baccal aureate institutions in the state of Washi ngton.

(3) A valid application for tuition assistance for classified
instructional staff nust include, but is not limted to:

(a) Docunentation concerning the specific course taken, and a
description of how the course is applicable toward requirenents that
must be nmet in order to receive a teaching certificate in Washi ngton

(b) College and wuniversity grade sheets or transcripts that
i ndicate conpletion of courses; or if the course was structured in a
pass/fail format, whether the applicant received a passing grade;

(c) A signed statenent indicating the applicant understands and
agrees that any intentional m srepresentation of a naterial fact on the
application subjects the applicant to:

(i) Future revocation of his or her certificate if a certificateis
granted; and

(ii1) An order that may be i ssued by the superintendent to repay the
superintendent any tuition assistance previously provided, wth
i nterest.

(4) If aclassifiedinstructional staff nenber who receives tuition
assi stance under this chapter is granted a teaching certificate and
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does not teach in the common school system of Washington for at |east
two years within five years of being granted the certificate, the
superi nt endent nmay seek repaynent, wth interest, of the full anmount of
tuition assistance provided, if the superintendent deens repaynent is
appropriate under the circunstances of a particul ar case.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. To be eligible to receive tuition assistance
under this chapter, an applicant nmust receive a grade of "B" or better
or, in the case of a course structured in a pass-fail format, a grade
of "pass."

NEWSECTION. Sec. 6. (1) The superintendent of public instruction
shall provide a form which applicants may submt to seek tuition
assi stance under this chapter. The form nust be integrated to the
extent possible with verification forns already developed by the
superintendent to inplenment existing requirenments that certificate
hol ders report how they have conplied with continuing education
requirenents.

(2) The superintendent shall provide tuition assistance paynents to
qualified applicants within ninety days of the receipt of a conplete
and valid application, subject to the availability of funds
appropriated by the legislature for inplenentation of this program

(3) The superintendent may require applicants to retain records of
their application for tuition assistance and any paynents received
under this chapter. |f the superintendent deens that applicants nust
retain records relevant to the tuition assistance program the
superintendent shall provide tinely notification to applicants of such
requi renents. The superintendent shall maintain records and retain
docunents related to the tuition assi stance programestablished by this
chapter in such a manner that the program may be audit ed.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 7. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 8. Sections 1 through 7 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 28A RCW
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 9. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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